
Acting as Court-Appointed Receiver Pursuant to
Supreme Court Rule 776: A Practical Approach

By John Cesario

This article describes a suggested protocol to manage court-appointed Receiverships.
Serving as a receiver is an important service to the public and the court, and I encourage all of
you to do so. It is a great reflection on our professionthat people serve in such roles.

If you ever serve as receiver, you will appreciate how important it is to have written
procedures and directions for the management of your own law practice if you should suffer
some imtimely mishap. By planning now, you can control the consequences of misfortune and
eliminate some ofthe uncertainty that might burden your loved ones.

Creating the Receivership

Supreme Court Rule 776 permits the Supreme Court, or the Chief Judge of the Circuit
Court, to appoint an attomey to serve as a Receiver for lawyers who are unable to discharge their
responsibilities to their clients. The Rule serves to protect clients who may be harmed by the
disability, disappearance or death of their attomey in circumstances where there is no partner or
associate available to discharge the duties of Receiver. Those duties include taking the files of
the attomey, notifying the clients of the appointment of a Receiver, attempting to locate and
sequester any client funds, and taking other actions that may be necessary to protect the interests
of the attomey, the clients, or other third parties.

I have enclosed as Exhibit One a copy of a petition used on one occasion, but since each
receivership is unique, you should use the petition as an outline only. The key information to
convey to the court is that an attomey has died or is disabled, and no one else is available to
retum files to the clients, or to perform the other functions describedin Supreme Court Rule 776.
Remember, most judges are probably unfamiliar with Rule 776, so it is useful to set forth the
factual basis of the request and enclose a copy of the Rule as an Exhibit for the convenience of
the court.

If you are appointed receiver, be sure to comply with Rule 776(a) by serving a copy of
any appointing order upon the Administrator of the Attomey Registration and Disciplinary
Commission. This will allow the Administrator to offer suggestions or insights based upon our
experience in managing other receiverships.

Managing the Receivership

From the moment the court enters an order creating the Receivership, the Receiver
assumes important responsibilities. Those responsibilities are set forth in Rule 776, and include



obtaining financial records, protecting clients with ongoing causes of actions and pursuing some
ofthe special remedies available in Rule 776(c).

The Receiver should make arrangements with the landlord of the building to obtain the
files and records from the former office of the attomey. A search for such files and records
should include efforts to locate financial records and a master list, or index, of clients' names and
addresses. It is very important for the Receiver to conduct interviews of the former landlord,
family members, fiiends or associates of the attomey. From these interviews, the Receiver
should inquire about the nature of the attomey's practice, the financial institution the attomey
used for business and client trust accounts, and the approximate number of ongoing files in
which the attomey was involved as counsel of record.

Also, the Receiver should make an effort to locate the former secretaryof the attomey, or
any paralegal or other support staff the attomey mayhave employed as well. The secretary may
be a good source of information about the nature of the attomey's practice, the location of any
master list of current and former clients, or important records from the computer of the attomey.
Each of these sources of information could prove useful in discharging the duties of Receiver.

In addition, youshould ask the Clerk of the Circuit Court to provide you with a printout
of all files in which the attomey who is the subject of the receivership is attomey of record. If
you discover that the attomey may have had some proceedings before the Equd Employment
Opportunity Commission, or Illinois Industrial Commission, then you may request such a
printout from the clerk of those entities.

Once the Receiver obtains information from the Clerk's Office, the Receiver should try to
locate the file of anyclient wiih a pending matter, and attempt to retum those records promptly.
If the list of pending files from the Clerk's office identifies a proceeding for which the lawyer
has no record, the Receiver should obtain a copy of the docket sheet, or the court file.
Information from the court file would permit the Receiver to notify the former client, opposing
counsel and the court of the lawyer's appointment as Receiver. The Receiver may also need to
file a motion for direction, noting that the Receiver is imable to locate any files related to that
matter, and that the attomey ofrecord is no longeravailable to represent the client.

Preparing an Inventory

Once the Receiver has the files and records, the task of preparing an inventory begins.
The inventoryshould list the name and last known address of the client, the telephone numbers
both for work and home, the title and case numberof the proceeding and the nature of the legal
proceeding. The inventory should also note whether the file contains an original deed, contract
or will. Files that contain original documents require special scmtiny by the Receiver, and extra
effort to locate the client. Also, one shouldreviewthe file to ascertain if there was a promise to
file a complaint or initiate some formal proceeding that was not pursued by the attomey in a
timely manner, or whether the file may warrant the special remedies of Rule 776(c). I have
enclosed a proposed form to use for this purpose as Exhibit Two.



The Receiver should prepare the inventory as soon as possible because the inventory
allows the Receiver to discern the type of practice the attorney had, and to anticipate the
necessity of pursuing any of the extraordinary remedies available inRule 776(c). The inventory
is also an essential tool for communicating with the formerclients.

The Receiver should also make arrangements to receive the business mail delivered to the
former law office of the attomey. Often, this correspondence can reveal the financial institution
the attomey used, and may also provide important information about pending matters in which
the attomey is still counsel of record. I have enclosed a letter I have used to request that the
Postmaster forward mail to the former office ofthe attomey who is the subject of a receivership
as Exhibit Three. I suggest that you forward a copy of the court order creating thereceivership
to the Postmaster, along with Postal Service Form 3575, so that the mail will be forwarded to
your attention.

Complying with Rule 776(c)

Rule 776(c) provides that a Receiver may apply for a wide range of relief, including
applying for a stay of any applicable statute of limitations or limitation on time for an appeal, or
vacating anyjudgment for a period of sixty days. This extraordinary power places an important
duty upon the Receiver.

In order to identify potential matters warranting action pursuant to Rule 776(c), the
Receiver should review the Clerk's office records and determine if any of those matters may
qualify for the special relief offered by Rule 776(c). Factors to consider are whether an action
was dismissed, or whether an adverse judgment was entered against the client of the attomey.
The Receiver may also need to review the records of the Equal Employment Opportunity
Commission, the Illinois Industrial Commission or other administrative agencies, depending
upon the nature of the attomey's practice. The Receiver may have to decide promptly what
actions are necessary to discharge the duty pursuant to paragraph (c).

The Receiver must be diligent in evaluating any claim or file in which the attomey may
have promised but failed to initiate a cause of action. Any file that may fall into that category
should be the subject of a meeting with the client to review the facts and to discuss a course of
action. Also, the Receiver may have to notify former clients in a qualified manner of the
possible expiration dates oftheir claims.

Communicating with the clients

Enclosed is a proposed letter to send to former clients informing them of the
Receivership. The letter attempts to inform the client about the appointment of a Receiver for
the files and records of their attomey. It is important that the client understand the limited role of
the Receiver. It is essential that the client recognize that the Receiver is not the attorney for that
client.^ If there is no response to the letter, the Receiver might send a second letter. Also, the
Receiver should work carefully to review any correspondence retumed from the Post Office

*See also Rule 4.3 ofthe Illinois Rules ofProfessional Conduct. That rule provides that ifan unrepresented person
misunderstands the lawyer's role in the matter, the lawyershall try to correct the misunderstanding.



stating that the letter was undelivered because a forwarding order expired. If so, the receiver
should prepare a letterto the Postmaster asking for an updated address. Attached as ExhibitFour
is a copy of a letter to the former clients of the attorney.

When a client responds to the receiver's letter and wants the file returned, the Receiver
must make careful records of the name of the client and the date the items were returned. The
Receiver should ask that each client sign a receipt for that purpose, butfiles returned byCertified
Mailprovide sufficient proof of the return. The final report of the Receiverwill informthe court
of the total number of files returned to the clients.

Reviewing ClientTrustAccount records ofthe Attorney

The Receiver should take special care in dealing with a client trustaccount. Rule 776(b)
states that a Receiver maysequester client funds of theattorney if necessary. TheReceiver must
pursue a diligent search for any client trust account, or business accounts, and ascertain the
proper owner of any funds located. Often with attorneys who were the subject of discipline,
there are no funds available in the client trust account. However, in a Receivership involving a
deceased attomey, there may be funds remainingin the account.

The Receiver should review any records available fi-om the attorney's office about
financial records, and prepare a subpoenaupon the bank and obtain all records for the client trust
account or business account. If the Receiver is able to establish ownership of the funds in the
client trust account, the Receiver may want to file a petition with the court asking the court to
give the Receiver permission to disburse the funds to the former clients.

Concluding the Receivership

The Receiver must advise the court ofthe actions taken and request anorder of discharge
pursuant to Rule 776(f). The report and proposed order should note the actions taken to locate
former clients, and to describe the efforts to locate funds or financial records. After the Receiver
has identified all assets, disbursed identified funds to the rightful owner, forwarded at least two
letters to the last known address of each former client, and contacted Directory Assistance for a
last known telephone listing for any former client with an unclaimed file, then the receivership
may be concluded. Attached as Exhibits Five and Six are copies of a Final Report and a
proposed Order. Usually, the order should provide that the Receiver might destroy files and
records after a period oftime.

Documents necessaryfor a typicalReceivership

The following is a list of documents created to manage a Receivership. The list is a
general oneand the Receiver may becalled upon to craft a specific pleading asnecessary:

1. A list fi*om Clerks of theCircuit Courts, Federal Courts or administrative agencies
listing all matters in which the subject of the Receivership is listed as attomey of
record. Also, obtain information firom any administrative agency where the
attomey may have had a practice before;



2. Notes from the interviews of the former partners, associates, family members,
friends and former landlord of the attorney about the nature of the attorney's
practice. Information should focus upon whether the attorney concentrated in
worker's compensation, employment discrimination, criminal appeals, or other
matters;.

3. Letter to clients advising them of the appointment, suggesting that they contact
the Receiver to obtain return of their files, and suggesting that they consult with
an attorney about any civil remedies;

4. Second notification letter to the clients, if they have not responded to the first
letter;

5. Letter to Postmaster requesting to update any forwarding order that may have
expired for a former client;

6. Inventory list prepared after reviewing all the files and records obtained from the
attorney;

7. Status Report to the Court about the Receivership;
8. Final Report and Proposed Order.

Checklist oftasks toperform as Receiverofthefiles and records ofan attorn^

The following is a proposed checklist of actions necessary to preside over a Receivership.
The listdoes not exhaustall possibleissues,but servesonly to highlightkey tasks to perform in a
Receivership. The Receiver must recognize the need to adapt to any special circumstances and
problems that may arise.

a. Gather information about the deceased, disabled or unavailable attorney, and
prepare a petition appointing the lawyer Receiver of that attorney's files and
records.

b. After receiving an order of appointment, the Receiver should schedule a time to
enter the attomey's former law office and remove files and records.

c. Interview the friends, family members, the former landlord, partners and
associates of the attomey to gather information about the nature of Ae attomey's
practice, to determine where the attomey maintained a client tmst account, and to
ascertain the size of the attomey's practice.

d. Prepare an inventory of the files and records removed from the former law office
of the attomey. The inventory should note the name, home address, business
address and telephone number of the client. Include a brief description of the
nature of the proceeding, the status of the proceeding, and make a special
recording ifthe file contains an original will, deed or contract.

e. Prepare an investigative assignment to obtain a printout of all files in which the
attomey is counsel of record. This print out ofpending matters should come from
the circuit court of each county where the attomey had a practice, any appellate
courts and any administrative bodies where the attomey had a practice. A careful
interview of friends of the attomey could prove useful in directing our search in
these matters.



f. Forward a letter to each client informing them ofthe court's action in appointing
the Receiver, requesting that the clients contact the Receiver to receive their file
and suggesting to the client that they may wish to consult with an attorney
promptly.

g. Place an advertisement in a local newspaper informing readers about the
Receivership, and advising them about how to obtain information about the files.

h. Distribute files to the former clients, making a careful record of the retum.
i. Gather information about the financial records of the attomey. Identify the bank

utilized for business andclient trustaccounts. Once identified, serve a subpoena
for financial records about the accounts and proceed with great caution if funds
remain in the client trust account. Attempt to reconcile anyclienttrust account to
ascertainthe ownerofany funds remaining in the account.

j. Prepare a petition asking thecourt to disburse money firom the client trust account
to the correct owner, ifnecessary.

k. Prepare a final report andproposed orderto thecourt discharging the Receiver.
1. Diarythe file to review anyfinal actions regarding theremaining files andrecords

of the attomey. Usually, the final order notes that the Receiver may destroy the
files and records after a period oftime.
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(ARDC). by his attorney. John R. Cesario. moves this court to appoint the Administrator
Receiver of the law practice of disbarred attorney Frank A. Santilli pursuant to Illinois Supreme
Court Rule 776. In support, the Administrator states:

). Frank A. Santilli was admitted to practice law in Illinois on May 12, 1989. and most
recently maintained alaw office at 111 West Washington Street. Suite 1240. Chicago. Illinois
(the Santilli law office).
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his probation. On January 20, 2016, the Illinois Supreme Court entered an Order suspending Mr.

Santilli from the practice of law for the remaining five month period of suspension.

4. On December 22, 2015, the Administrator filed a five-count Complaint against Mr.

Santilli alleging conversion, misuse of client funds and other offenses in the matter entitled In Re

Frank Anthony Santilli, Commission No. 2015PR00115.

5. On June 15, 2016, Mr. Santilli filed a motion Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 762(a)

to strikehis name from the roll of attorneys authorized to practice law in Illinois. On September

22, 2016, the Illinois Supreme Court allowed this motion. Accordingly, Mr. Santilli is now

disbarred and ineligible to practice law in Illinois.

6. The Administrator has received information from attorney Deborah Ebner relating to

the state of Mr. Santilli's law practice. On April 29, 2016, Mr. Santilli filed a voluntary Chapter

7 Bankruptcy petition and Ms. Ebner was appointed the Trustee for Mr. Santilli's bankruptcy. In

the course of discharging her duties as Trustee, Ms. Ebner visited the Santilli law office and
2 2" 5
P M

tu observed a large quantity of what appeared to be abandoned client files and accumulated mail,
ui

Ms. Ebner also received telephone calls from clients of Mr. Santilli seeking information about

their legal matters. Attached as Exhibit One is a copy ofa letter from Ms. Ebner regarding her

observations and concerns.

7. On October 18, 2016, ARDC Investigator Cheryl Bauer, visited Mr. Santilli's former

office with Ms. Ebner. Ms. Bauer observed documents and records regarding client matters all

about the office space. Ms. Bauer observed approximately 160 regular copy boxes filled with

files and approximately 40 banker boxes filled with files. Ms. Bauer observed many files for

recent client matters. Ms. Ebner reiterated to Ms. Bauer that she had been receiving phonecalls

from Mr. Santilli's former clients ona regular basis. Ms. Ebner also advised Ms. Bauer that she
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had Mr. Santilli's mail forwarded to her and had been receiving everything from magazines to

malpractice lawsuits against Mr. Santilli. Attached as Exhibit Two is a copy of an affidavit

executed by Ms. Bauer.

8. Counsel for the Administrator requested from the Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook

County a list of all pending cases in that court in which Mr. Santilli is attorney of record. The

Clerk responded with a report reflecting that, as of October 25, 2016, Mr. Santilli remained

attorney of record in 69 lawsuits listed as pending in the Circuit Court of Cook County.

Attached as Exhibit Three is a copy of a portion of the list of matters in which Mr. Santilli

appears as attorney of record in the Circuit Courtof Cook County.

9. Counsel for the Administrator spoke to Mr. Santilli by telephone on September 29,

2016, and asked for his cooperation in winding-up his law practice. On October 6, 2016, Mr.

o >Santilli sent Counsel a handwritten list of client matters that he represented were pending in the
ysSu
§ S vi § Circuit Court ofCook County. That list consists of223 client names and addresses.
h" — fN

y 10. Supreme Court Rule 776(a) provides, in relevant part, as follows:
ui

Where it comes to the attention of the circuit court in any judicial circuit from any
source that a lawyer in the circuit is unable properly to discharge his
responsibilities to his clients due to disability, disappearance or death, and that no
partner, associate, executor or other responsible party capable of conducting the
lawyer's affairs is known toexist, then, upon such showing, the presiding Judge in
the Judicial circuit in which the lawyer maintained his practice may appoint an
attorney from the same Judicial circuit to serve as a receiver to perform certain
duties hereinafter enumerated.

Attached as Exhibit Four is a complete copy of Supreme Court Rule 776 for the convenience of

the court.

11. Supreme Court Rule 776(b) authorizes the appointment of the Administrator of the

ARDC to act as Receiver when other members of the bar are not available to serve. According



to the rule, the duties of the Receiver include taking custody of and making an inventory of the

lawyer's files, notifying the lawyer's clients in all pending legal cases of the lawyer's inability to

provide further representation, and taking whatever other action is indicated to protect the

interests of the attorney, his clients, or other affected parties.

12. The Administrator is prepared to act as Receiver of Mr. Santilli's law practice, to

retrieve the files and records of the Santilli law office, and to attempt to contact and return files

to the clients. The Administrator is unaware of any other person willing and able to serve as

Receiver, and the Administrator believes that Mr. Santilli's former clients may suffer harm if no

one steps in to close the practice.

13. Illinois Supremo Court Rule 776(b) defines the duties of the Receiver of a law

d _ practice. This rule provides, in part:
^ o.

J ^ ^
"As expeditiously as possible, the Receiver shall take custody of and make an

ySn w inventory of the lawyer's files, notify the lawyer's clients in allpending cases as
§§3< to the lawyer's disability, or inability to continue legal representation, and
^ S ® recommend prompt substitution ofattorneys..." (emphasis supplied).
UJ

w 14. Illinois Supreme Court Rule 776(b) does not require Receivers to contact clients

regarding receiverships unless the client's matter is pending. Additionally, the Supreme Court

rules do not require lawyers to maintain client files for any particular period of time after the

termination of representation, although Supreme Court Rule 769 and Rule 1.15(a) of the Illinois

Rules of Professional Conduct require lawyers to maintain certain financial records related to

their practices for seven years.

15. If appointed Receiver, the Administrator will complete an inventory of, Mr. Santilli's

pending files and flies for legal matters handled during the last seven years and will attempt to

contact clients identified in those files. With respect to files more than seven years old for

terminated legal matters, the Administrator proposes to perform spot checks to determine the
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nature of the file contents. If the files contain or appear likely to contain important original

documents, such as wills or deeds, the Administrator will complete an inventory of those files

and attempt to contact clients identified therein. If closed files are more than seven years old do

not appear to contain important original documents, the Administrator asks leave of the Court to

arrange for destruction of these files without performing a full inventory or attempting to contact

clients.

16. A proposed order is attached.

WHEREFORE, the Administrator respectfully requests that the Court, pursuant to

Supreme Court Rule 776, appoint the Administrator Receiver of the law practice of Frank A.

Santilli, with authority to take custody of Mr. Santilli's files, to sequester client funds, to destroy

files that have been closed for seven years or more, to take whatever other action may be

warranted to protect the interests of Mr. Santilli, his former clients or other affected parties

pursuant to Rule 776(b), and to file a final Report with the Court whenthe dutiesof the Receiver

are concluded.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerome Larkin, Administrator
Attorney Registration and

Disciplinary Commission

John R. Cesario

Counsel for Administrator

One Prudential Plaza

130 East Randolph Drive, #1500
Chicago, Illinois 60601
Telephone: (312) 565-2600
Attorney Identification Number-91502
Email icesario@.iardc.org

BY:

John R. Cesario



O
N

E
L

E
C

T
R

O
N

IC
A

L
L

Y
F

IL
E

D
1

1
/9

/2
0

1
6

4
:2

4
P

M
2

0
1

6
-C

H
-1

4
7

1
9

P
A

G
E

6
o

f
?



u-
O]

UJ

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
CHANCERY DIVISION

In Re: the Receivership of the
Law Practice of Frank A. Santilli:

Circuit Court No. 16 CH

Commission No. 16 PR

PROPOSED ORDER

Upon the Petition to appoint the Administrator of the Attorney Registration and
Disciplinary Commission the Receiver of the files and records of attorney Frank A. Santilli
pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776;

It is ordered that the Administrator's Petition to Appoint the Administrator Receiver of
the flies of Attorney Frank A. Santilli Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776 is allowed. The
Administrator of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission is hereby appointed

Q ; Receiver of the files and records of Frank A. Santilli with authority to take possession of the
2 files, records, and any financial records relating to the law practice of Frank A. Santilli. The
^E£ Receiver is permitted to destroy files that have been closed for seven years or more and may also
2 2 o ' destroy legal research and administrative materials unrelated to any specific client matters at his
u2a 2 discretion. The Administrator will prepare afinal report at the conclusion of the Receivership.
2 o Vo
od£ o ^

^ (S

John R. Cesario

Counsel for the Administrator

130 East Randolph Dr. Suite 1500
Chicago, IL 60601
312/565-2600

Attorney Identification number 91502
Email icesario@iardc.ortt

MAINLIB #817028 vl
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Box No.

Client Name

Organization

Address

Address 2

James Richard Hisaw
Receivership No. 2018 PR 00017

File Information Sheet

Box No.

Client Name

Organization

Address

Address 2

City State Zip City State Zip

Tel. No.

Fax No.

Alternate No.

Original Documents: Yes

Will/Trust

Criminal

Probate

Real Estate

Notes

MAINLIB #1051774

No

Bankruptcy
Divorce

Workman's Comp
Other

Tel. No.

Fax No.

Alternate No.

Original Documents: Yes

Will/Trust

Criminal

Probate

Real Estate

Notes

No

Bankruptcy
Divorce

Workman's Comp
Other
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ATTORNEY REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION
ofthe

SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS

One Prudential Plaza

130 East Randolph Drive, Suite ISOO
Chicago, Illinois 60601-6219

(312)565-2600 (800)826-8625
Fax (312) 565-2320

Tesha Evans

Chicago, IL 60

Dear Ms. Evans:

Chicago
April 6,2017

Re: Frank A. Santilli

No. 2016PR00129

3161 West White Oaks Drive, Suite 301
Springfield, IL 62704

(217)546-3523 (800)252-8048
Fax (217) 546-3785

On December 30,2016, the Circuit Court of Cook County appointed the Administrator of
the ARDC the Receiver of the files of attorney Frank A. Santilli because Mr. Santilli abandoned
his law practice and no one was available to return files to the clients. As Receiver, the
Administrator is responsible for obtaining the files and returning those items to theclients.

Pursuant to the Court's order, the Administrator obtained documents from Mr. Santilli's
office and discovered some documents that concerned a legal matter in which he may have
represented you. So that we may return these items to you, please contact Commission Paralegal
Kimberly Hammond-Butler at (312)540-5212. Ms. Hammond-Butler will be available Monday
through Friday, between the hours of 8:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.

While we are unable to provide you withlegal advice, youmaywish to discuss the matter
with the attorney of your choice regarding any civil remedies available to you. In addition,
please note that the Administrator is not your attorney, but only acts as Receiver pursuant to a
CourtOrder. To protect any rights youmay have, youmayneedto confer withan attorney.

Thank you for your cooperation.

JRC:lk

Very truly yours.

John R. Cesario

Senior Counsel
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In Re: the Receivership of the
Law Practice of Frank Santllli

Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776:

ELECTRONICALLY FILED
5/30/2018 9:51 AM

2016-CH^M719
CALENDAR: 14

PAGE 1 of 5
CIRCUIT COURT OF

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY. ILLIlOJ^^COU^. ^
CHANCERY DIVISION j CLERK DOROTHY BROWN

Circuit Court No. 2016 CH 14719

Commission No. 2016 PR 00129

Final Report ofthe Administrator oftheAttorney ReBistration and Disciplinarv Commission

as the Receiver ofthe Law Practice ofDisbarredAttorney Frank SahlllU and Motion to

Terminate the Receivership Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776ffi

Jerome Larkin, Administrator of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission

(ARDC) and Receiver of the law practice of disbarred attorney Frank Santiili, by his attorney.

John R. Cesario, pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776(f), reports on the Receivership of Mr.

Santilli's former lawpractice. In support, the Administrator states:

Summary

The Administrator was appointed Receiverof Mr. Santilli's law practice following Mr.

Santilli's disbarment and abandonment of his law practice. The Receiver retrieved and

inventoried files found at Mr. Santilli's former law office, notified Mr. Santilli's former clients

of his disbarment, advised clients to seek other counsel, referted clients to the Client Protection

Program and made files available to former clients. The Receiver took other steps to wind up

Mr. Santilli's law practice, as described in the Receiver's prior reports to this Court. The

Receiver has determined that this proceeding can now be closed and seeks the Court's

authorization to arrange for the destruction of unclaimed client files from Mr. Santilli's practice

one year after the entry of the Order concluding the Receivership. The Receiver has completed

his duties under Illinois Supreme Court Rule 776 and requests that the Court enter an order

FILED

June 7,2018

ARDC CLERK
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discharging the Administrator as Receiver, and closing the Receivership. In support, the

Receiver further states:

A. Report andBackground

1. On November 9,2016, the Administrator filed aPetition to Appoint the Administrator

of the ARDC Receiver of the Law Practice of Disbarred Attorney Frank Santilli Pursuant to
Supreme Court Ruie 776. Frank Santilli vvas admitted to practice law in Illinois on May 12,
1989, and most recently practiced as the principal attorney at the law firm of Santilli Law Group
Ltd., 111 West Washington Street, Suite 1240, Chicago, Illinois.

2. Mr. Santilli was disbarred from the practice law in Illinois on September 22,2016.

3. On December 30, 2016, this Court entered an Order appointing the Administrator
I

I Receiver ofMr, Santilli's law practice.

III? i 4. The Receiver continues to be in contect with Deborah Ebner. the Trustee in Mr.
Santilli's personal bankruptcy. In the course of discharging her duties as Trustee, Ms. Ebner
received telephone calls from clients of Mr. Santilli seeking information about their legal
jmatter?. The Receiver asked Ms. Ebner to inform former clients of the Receivership,and to

direct those callers to contact the Receiver for additional information.

5. On February 2. 2017, the Receiver removed approximately 220 boxes of files from
the Mr. Santilli's former office. The Receiver has completed an inventory of the files recovered
bom Mr. Santilli's office. The Receiver has sent .844 letters to former clients to inform them of
the Receivership. These letters invite the clients to make arrangements for the return of their
files, and suggest that the clients speak with other counsel about their legal proceedings. As of
May 29,2018. the Receiver has returned 105 files to clients.



6. The Receiver has made arrangements for the United States Postal Service to forward
all mall addressed to Mr. Santllli's office to the ARDC's office. The Receiver monltois mall
addressed to Mr. Santllli to ensure that former clients, opposing parties and opposing counsel are
aware of the Receivership.

7. The Receiver Is prepared to continue storing the files for an additional year In an

effort to accommodate any forrner clients who may.come forward seeking file materials during
such time period. The Receiver asks this Court to authorize the destruction of the closed files
one year after the date of the Order concluding the Receivership. The Receiver will pay for the
JOS, of shredding the files after the year elapses in order to safeguard the confidentiality of Mr.
Santilli's former clients.

§ j B. Client Trust Account Issues

Bsi? i 8. The Receiver learned that Mr. Santllli maintained an account at BMO Harris Bank
entitled Sanlllli Lmo Group, LTD Client Funds Account, ending In the four digits 8559. The
Receiver subpoenaed records for the account from BMO Harris Bank and learned that there had
been no activity In the account since December 2016. and that the account had abalance of
$30.53 as of Match 1.2017. The Receiver concluded that this account balance was too small to
warrant efforts to ascertain the owner{s) of the funds.

9. The ARDC's Client Protection Pmgram. (CPP)' has received several claims arising
out of the actions of Mr. Santllli. The CPP investigated and approved 20 claims related to loses
caused by Mr. Santilli. Those claims totaled $403,949.25.

•The CPP was established by the HHnols moJey due to conduct byThe purpose ofthc CPP IS to provtdereitnburseme^^^ misconduct or who arc deceased under wrtetn
Illinois- lawyers who have been P . . ^ reimbursement ftotn the lawyers who caused their
circumstances. The CPP relhiburees ^®eliaible for reimbuisiment. the claimant's loss must have

3-JV.J. o
22uw



10. The Receiver has determined that this proceeding can now be concluded. The

Receiver is prepared to dispose of all unclaimed closed files from Mr. Santilli's practice ayear
from now.

11. Aproposed Order is attached.

WHEMIFORE, the Receiver requests that the Court enter an order terminating the

Receivership, authorizing the Administrator to destroy ciient fties and documents recovered from
Mr. Santilli's law office one yea[r after the entry ofthis Order.

Respectfully submitted,

Jerome Larkin, Administrator
! Attorney Registration and
: Disciplinary Commission

S
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John R. Cesario
; Counsel forAdministrator
• One Prudential Plaza
; 130 East Randolph Drive, Suite 1500,

Chicago, Illinois 60601
Telephone: p 12) 565-2600
Email ir^<ario@lardc.orfi
Attorney Identification Number - 91502

MArNLlS_«10l0736.v>

John R. Cesario

is ftindcd by an annual assessment paid by Ullnols lavve" Clientla>vyer and the claimani. The CPP is -
Protection Prognim Trust Fund and is administered by the ARDC
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
CHANCERY DIVISION

In Re: the Receivership of the
Law Practice of Frank Santilli
Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776: CircuitCourtNo. 2016 CH 14719

Commission No. 2016 PR00129

BINAT. ORBRR AND TF.RMINATIQN OFRECEIVERSHIP

Upon the Administrator of the Attomey Registration and .Commiwi^
presenting the Final Report of the Admtntstrotor of TcMU^d
Commtsston as the Repetver of the Law Practice of
Motion to Terminate Receivership Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776(f). and the Court having
been ful'y Administrator '>f
Disciplinary Commission as the Receiver of the Law Practice of s r
Santilli and Motion to Terminate Receivership Pursuant to Snprej Conr/^

i '--'wi'it and it is ordered that the Receivership of the law practice of Frank Santtlh is he^y
termLted. The Administrator shaii destroy any remaining files and ^Old CH
Sill's law office that remain unclaimed one year after entry of this Onler. Case 2016 CH
14719 is closed.

John R. Cesario
Counsel for the Administrator
130 East Randolph Dr., Suite 1500,
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312/565-2600
Attorney Identification number 91502
Email jrgsarjQ/gbardc.org

Enter
SophiaHail
Circuit Court Judge
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IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF COOK COUNTY, ILLINOIS
CHANCERY DIVISION

In Re: the Receivership of the
Law Practice of Frank Santilli

Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776: Circuit Court No. 2016 CH 14719

Commission No. 2016 PR GO129

FINAL ORDER AND TERMINATION OF RECEIVERSHIP

Upon the Administrator of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary Commission
presenting the Final Report of the Administrator of the Attorney Registration and Disciplinary
Commission as the Receiver of the Law Practice of Disbarred Attorney Frank Santilli and
Motion to Terminate Receivership Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776(f), and the Court having
been fully advised;

It is ordered that the Final Report of the Administrator of the Attorney Registration and
Disciplinary Commission as the Receiver of the Law Practice of Disbarred Attorney Frank
Santilli and Motion to Terminate Receivership Pursuant to Supreme Court Rule 776(f), is
accepted and it is ordered that the Receivership of the law practice of Frank Santilli is hereby
terminated. The Administrator shall destroy any remaining files and records recovered from Mr.
Santilli's law office that remain unclaimed one year after entry of this Order. Case 2016 CH
14719 is closed.

Enter

JUN 07 2018

OURK C.'- i;; V •
•;J'' •••.' Vi C riCl« "•

Sophia Hall
Circuit Court Judge

John R. Cesario

Counsel for the Administrator

130 East Randolph Dr., Suite 1500,
Chicago, IL 60601
Telephone: 312/565-2600
Attorney Identification number 91502
Email icesario;a)iardc.orii FILED

June 7, 2018

ARDC CLERK
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ATTORNEY REGISTRATION AND DISCIPLINARY COMMISSION
of the

SUPREME COURT OF ILLINOIS

OnePrudential Plaza
130 East Randolph Drive, Suite 1500

Chicago, IL 6O6OI-6219
(312)565-2600 (800)826-8625

Fax 612)565-2320

Postmaster

Chicago, IL 60601

Dear Postmaster:

Chicago
August 16,2005

Re: Marc David Berlin

No. 05 RV 4502

One North Old Capitol Plaza, Suite 333
Spring&eld,IL 62701

(217)522-6838 (800) 252-8048
Fax (217) 522-2417

Enclosed please find a copy ofa court order entered on August 15, 2005 by the
Circuit Court ofCook County appointing the Administrator ofthe Attorney Registration
and Disciplinary Commission as the receiver of the files and records of Mr. Marc David
Berlin. TheCircuit Court appointed theAdministrator the receiver of the files and records
ofMr. Berlin because he has abandoned his practice and left neither a partner nor an
associate to communicate with his clients or others.

Could youplease forward mail addressed to the law offices of Marc DavidBerlin to
the Attoraey Registration and Disciplinary Commission, 130 East Randolph Drive, Suite
1500, Chicago, IL 60601-6219. I have also enclosed an official mail forwarding change of
address form (PS 3575).

Thank you for your cooperation and please call ifyou have any questions.

JRC:bml

Enclosure

MAINLIB.#201932.vl

ly yours,

TJohn R. Cesaricr

Senior Counsel


