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|to lawyers’ vietims

Report says 29 attorneys stole from 83 clients

By Martin Finveane
ASSOCIATED PRESS

They dress sharply. Théy speak

-1. well, They know the law.

But a certain small percentage of

Tawyers are thieves.

A state board says it has re-

tirned s Teeord high of about $2.1-
million to peaple who were ripped off

by 29 bawyers.
The Massachusetts -Clients’ Se-

1 enrity Baard report, covered the fig-
-1 oal year that ended Aug. 31,

The lawyers in tronble repre-
gented fewer than one-tenth of 1
percent of al! of the lawyers icensed
in the gtate, said Karen D, 0'Toole,
an official at the board, which is
overseen by the Supreme Judicial
Court.

*Tt is devastating when your
money is stolen, hut the number. of
thisves that the Clients' Seeurity
Board sees each year is quite small
in comparison to the total number of
lawyers that exists,” she said.

The board, using money from
lawyers’ annusal registration fees, re-

‘pays money stolen by lawyers who

have been suspended or: disharred
by the SJC. In many cases, the law-
yers also have faced criminal
charges.

Eighty-three victims received
payments, said O'Toole, who helps
people make claims o the hoard.

The board was established in
1974, The amount paid out to vietims
first reached more than $1 million in
1993,

. Lawyers f{ypically steal money
from clients who have given thain

. money for a trust or estate, from the

proceeds from a persenal injury
claim, and frem escrow funds fiven
for real estate sales. :
“Pgople are shocked,” ('Toole
said, “Almost always they have
known the lawyer for a long period
of time. And over thal peried of time,
they have developed a trust in the
kowyer. ... Oftes, claimants will say
the loss of trust was as devastating

“Pepple are shocked.

Almost always they
have known the

lawyer for a long
period of time. And
over that period-of
time, they have
developed a trust in.
the lawyer.

KAREN D, O'TOOLE, Massnchusetts-
- Glients’ Security Boord

as the Joss of funds.”

A single lawyer accounted for
most of the monay retwrned by the
board.

A fotal of $1.3 million was re-
turned to the clients of John Loel of
Bpencer, most of whom were elderly
people, Lock allegedly took clients'
money, saying he would place it in 2
trust, but no trusts were established.

Lock was found dead in his home’
in September, an apparent suicide, a
few days before his trial on larceny |
and fraud charges. '

Mary Ryan, president of the Bos-
ton Bar Association, said: “Any num-
ber is too high”

But she also said: “You're falldng
about 29 lawyers out of what I be-
lisve to be around 40,000 practicing
attorneys in the state”

Ryan said the establishment of
the Clients’ Seeurity Board itself
showed thal lawyers were laking
steps Lo ensure that their. members
hehave eihically — and that the pub-
lic was protected,

“The legal profession doss as
mueh Lo poliee Hselll if ned mors,
than wny alhor profession,” she said.




Board repaid reeord%

By Thomas Crillo
CLOBE CC!?RESPOHDENT

A bozerd established by the state Su-

preme dJudieial Court to repay clients
ilked by their lasyers awarded nearly
$1.7 million to claimants this yesr, the
largest amonnt in the hoavd's 32-year his-
tory.
. According to the Clients’ Sacurzty
_- Board annual report released yesterday,
. 87 settlements were made againgt 35 lav-
yers

- Thres attorneys, Fred M. De]lorfano, -

. Thomas E. Cergill Jr. and Peter J. Bren:
- nan were responsible.for abiput: 50
- pereent, or $848,883, of the awards.

" Kaven ('Togle, 2 board atheifiey, seid

. while the ameunt is aearly 356,000 more
than last year, the complaints represent a
tiny fraction of the 38,000, achve Tawyers
» in the state.

- were highly educated, while
“not, Q'Toole.-said. “The- o

* tims ‘who ot belibf from
" Budbiiny: Tedident’ seeused

“You have & batf.er chanue of winning
the lottery than ever cpiming 2eress a dis-
honest Iawser,” she said: “But if you're 2
vietim, it is devastating.”

The primary complaints involved
cases in which attorneys received advance
payments yet did no legal work, the theft
of personal injury and probate checls,
and the failure to pay res) estate proceeds
upon the sale of -2 home.

- Wictims, aceording to OPToule, made
up & cvass section of the population. Some
ofhers were
ng they

share is that thgy.kuslged;’t_
* Patriein. Bubtuetriwas dile

Peter J. Cahill, of Gloucester, with pock-
eting $123,000 due her from the esfate of
her late fathdr,

“My fathér put every bit of faith in

this man and my family was very im-
pressed with him,” Buttner said. “He was
charming, well edurated and from & good

family. But four years after my Father's”

ceath, wo Never saw any monsy or 4o ace
counting of it.”

Butfner warns conswmers o be dili-
gent when it comes Lo monitoring their
laweyrer, Cahill, wiho was dishareed jo 1994,
repeatedly rebufled her questions by say-
ing probata takes time, she recalled,

In 18591, Bubtner hired another attor-.

ney, David A. Wallace of Whittemore &
‘Wallzee in Framingham, whe helped her
recoup §64,000 from malpractice insur-
ance and andther source and $20,000 from

-the Client Becurify Board,
“The action of the board in disbarring
Mr. Cahill speaks for itsell, and T support ~

it said Wallsee,

The 35 lawyers named in the annual .
et have been disbarred or suspended.

Sone are semng_]all time.

Sinke its meeption, the Clients’ Se
ty Board has awarded nearly $10 wmi
in clatms. The fund is paid for by
achusetts Bar Association dnes. No
money s used.

Still,. the board hes no way of knowing
whether the 1) cases adjucated thz v
represent the actual mumber ol ¢
wha were bilked by lawypers. W
know the ones who dall us,”" 0'Toole 2ai

Joshua Kratke, sttorney for the M
“dchusetis ‘Publie Tnierest Research
(Froup, a consumer organization, said Lhe
board néeds to inersase its publie profilc.

“It's. true that the pereeniage of
crooked lawyers is small, but these bad
apples. can-do an ‘enorinous amount of
damage” he' said, “A high peierity s
.. needed by the profession to wead them
" ont.angd educsts consumers about the re-

cowrse available.”




By Thomas Grillo P
SPEGIAL TO THE GLOBE

worst ﬂnngs that

-from a Dorchester restaurant six
s ago, hut when she discovered
at. her attorney had stolen the out-

ned,” she said.
But.thanks to a little- know

itheft of $89 million by lawyers. The:
oard is funded by a $43 annual fee
? 'a.lcl fram atborney license coats.

vepresent. a small number of the
37,000 practieing Massachuseits law-
‘yers, said Clients’ Seeurity Board
:counsel Michael Fredrickson,
“There are bad apples among
;a groug,” he zaid, “But the per-
3| 3£entage of such lawyers s still a tiny
: gﬁ'.:actlon of one percent” .
. According to the board's most re-
ant report, dishopest lawyers
obbed $2.8 million from their elients
n the last two years. Thirty 1awyers
“were responsible for $11 million in
“awards to 73 claimants in 1993, Thirx-
& ty-five Iawyers were regpousible for
i:$1.2 millien awarded to 130 claim-
vants in 1904,
] This represents an increase of
| $721,608 over the previous two-year
! pemd and an inerease from 22 law-
. yers in 199 and 18'in 1992 The
¢ smallest award was $100 while the
" largest totaled $294,140. Most of the
4. lawyers worked in solo general prac-
tice or for small firms, aceording to

JKimberly O’Hara I;hought ong of

“responsible for nearly. |

" Although lawyers suffer from-an -
unage problem; deceptive atborneys -

the board. Threa areas of practice

comprise. apprc:umately 80 percent.'

. of the a\varded amounts! fritsts and

estates, torl;setﬁement& 9.nd real £3

Sinee, 1990, -1‘031
) percent
tha claims Newfon lawyer-‘Seymnur_'
G. Goldmm and Fred My Dé
Jr., from Cohasset, Trichird Deflaria,
formerly of Revere, Polar F. (YBrien
of ‘Norton, Benjamin, ]
Wrenikiam, Richard M. Letterman
of Salem, Dcmald T Bliss of North
J. Jutra_s, -of

1i3% done little

. O"oole wouldn't specuiate on hhe
numher of cases-that might he
brought. agains; lawyers if the publié

knew they could get théir money.

back. through the board. The board

elies upon referrals, media cover. .

‘age and word of mouth to get the
word out, she added.-
Btill, O"Tole said the law i the,

-only profession that reimburses vid- .
timized clients without the need for

filing & lawsuit.

Board eounset Fredncksan be-
Tieves theft by lawyers is underre-
ported. That's why, he sald, the
board has no statufe of limitations
for attoxneys accusad of stealing.

“It does take time,” he said,
“People tend te trust their lawyers
for a long time even when they turm
ont o he thisves.”

Massachusetis Bar Association
president Kay Hodge said the small

number of claims adjudicated by the

Clients’ Secnuity Board are the ex-

" later expanded by the Supreme’ 3

- .Hodge believes the poorumaﬁ' 1
_attorneys stems’ from!the pia e o |
éh},iaren O'ToolE acknowl- -

b 1ts [

td”[ T
. the public know which attomeysa% o

tent. of rogue lawyers
W ost eoplewhio doh’ t
mangy out of 3 settlement wfll }
it because they are
Hogie Said. ¥ o E
L8t Hor]ge smlded the feﬁﬂ,_
torneys who engage in had pra
- “Pmnot: gomg to deferid I

‘to elients,” said Hodge. “If it W
tome,Iwouldseethmndm
out of the profession at the eali
stage. But the vast majority of'}
yers do mot steal from their clié

The. Clients' Se::ﬁnty Board_

sociation fund, she said, created’ .'
“membets: for victitized chen"@ e

" dieiat Court to' include- ali iawf@&"w ‘
Hodge said, ‘ILE‘II LR

‘lack of understanding of what EWOW ;
yers do. “And what they da- 1 B.‘
- 2bout lawyers, thay often don’t 2
Boston' attorney Jacquel ?ﬁlgs‘”
Bowrian -of the Massachiisetts T 4
Reform said anyone Tooking’ for}%
‘resentation’ by an attom k
‘beware.. .

" “Unforhunately, the pubhc
there on their own when if com
choosing a lawyer,” she ‘s
“There's ne watchdog agency

under investigation.” o 1

-Bowman suggests that” anyfaf‘k?ﬂ
seeldng an attorney to handle s} o
cial transactions should requ.u'
erences, “If you needed a carp '
you wouldn't hire somecne mtrlpﬂ!‘,w:
seeing evidenee of their work ' LImss
$till, Howman believes the hzriil i
ful of bad lawyers made it tough 0¥
all the good ones.

“The real straggle for lawyer:]
age," said Bowman, “is that th%re‘
ave so many lawyers doing gd
‘work and then you hear abeut onlg o
two lawyers who did something din”
pid and ripped off people that
majority of people say, “That's a i3
yer for you'" .
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